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CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS
PASTOR'S PEN

FIRST UMC OF WARREN
AUGUST 2026

Hello Church,

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” — Lamentations 3:22–23

Summer is flying by so quickly. I can’t believe we are entering the month of August. August is a
unique bridge that sits between the lazy days of summer and the busy routine of the fall.
Before we know it, kids will be headed back to school. That is quickly followed by a plethora of
holidays we need to prepare for – Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years…. We now sit
between the final stretch of rest and the quiet pressure of what is next on our calendar. 

This is generally why I take vacation in early August. It is a wonderful time to step back, enjoy a
few more lazy days, before finding myself caught up once again in the busyness of fall.
Sometimes, in these changing seasons, we look at our to-do lists and wonder if we have enough
strength to get through. But God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. The promises we
find in scripture remind us that God doesn’t take a vacation and neither do his mercy and
strength. Evey single morning and in every new season, God continues to be a God of love and
compassion and mercy, poured out onto us.

As we sit in these last few lazy days of summer, we hope you will take a moment to take a deep
breath.Take time to relax and enjoy this season as we prepare to ramp up for fall. One way to
rest and relax is to take time to join us for the Warren Concert Band Concert on Tuesday,
August 11  at 7 p.m. in the church parking lot. Invite a friend to join you. The concert will
happen rain or shine. Weather permitting, it will be on the lawn. There will even be
refreshments offered with all proceeds going to missions. 
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We are also preparing for fall by collecting school supplies for Midwest Missions. These
supplies will be distributed to impoverished areas around the globe as well as communities hit
by devastation. You can find the full list in the newsletter.Right now, we are in need of
notebooks and colored pencils the most. 

I hope you all have a wonderful week and I will see you in mid-August. 

Rev. Melissa J. Claxton
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CHECK IT OUT!

August 2
Praise Hymns: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling; We are Called

Scripture: 
Message: God is Abounding in Steadfast Love

Closing Hymn: More Like You

August 9
Praise Hymns:  Cme and Find a Quiet, Center; Immortal, Invisible

God only Wise
Scripture:  Matthew 6:14-15
Message:  God is Forgiving

Closing Hymn: Oh Spirit of the Living God 

August 16
Praise Hymns:  In Christ Alone, God Will Take Care of You

Scripture: Romans 8:35-39
Message: God is Never Changing

Closing Hymn:  Great is they Faithfulness

August 23
Praise Hymns:  How Shall I Come Before the Lord, What Does the

Lord Require
Scripture: Timothy 22:13 

Message:  Godd is Faithful
Closing Hymn: Oh God You Call for Justice

August 30
Praise Hymns: How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely; To God be the Glory

Scripture: Deuteronomy 32:4
Message: God is Just

Closing Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness

Worship
(Subject to change)

WORSHIP AV SCHEDULE:      
     8/2 JANINE HAVIN / TERRY POHL
     8/9 JACKIE MOORE / ERIK COURTER 
     8/16 SADOWSKIS
     8/23 HEAVINS
     8/30 PAM LALONDE / PHIL HEAVIN

LAY READER'S SCHEDULE:
    8/2 JULIE LILLY
    8/9 DOUG BELLES
    8/16 GARY VOSHAL
    8/23 LIZ BELLES
    8/30 TBD 2

WE ARE...

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO
GOD’S LOVE

GROWING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST

SERVING GOD BY SERVING
OTHERS
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"Pick up Choir" will be singing on the 4th Sunday of the month in August.
Everyone is welcome to meet in the choir loft at 9:50 am, practice an easy
anthem, and sing together during that day's service. This is a great time for
those who cannot commit to Sanctuary Choir during the fall-spring months to
have the opportunity to share their talents in praise of the Lord and
additionally get to sit in "the best seats in the house".

The Attributes of God

Through the summer, we will be exploring who God is by looking at the attributes
of God found in scripture.  Invite a friend to join us as we discover more about who

God is.  

July 12 - God is Merciful (Romans 9:15-16)
July 19 - God is Gracious (Psalm 145:8)
July 26 - God is Slow to Anger (Exodus 34:6-7)
August 2 - God is Abounding in Steadfast Love (TBA)
August 9 - God is Forgiving (Matthew 6:14-15) 
August 16 - God is Never Changing (Romans 8:35-39)
August 23 - God is Faithful (2 Timothy 22:13)
August 30 - God is Just ( Deuteronomy 32:4)

Fall is fast approaching, and with it comes the resumption of our Music
Department ensembles. Rehearsals for Bell Choir and Sanctuary Choir will
resume on Thursday, September 9, Bell Choir at 6:00 pm and Sanctuary Choir
at 7:00 p.m. Instrumental Ensemble will begin in October. More detailed
information about the Music Department offerings is coming in the September
newsletter. If you have any questions about any ensemble before then, please
contact Twylia Voshol or any music department volunteer.

Music News
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One of the amazing service opportunities that
allow us to live into our mission is Capuchin.  We

are currently serving twice a month.

Monday, August 10
Tuesday, August 25

We serve from 1 to 3:30.  If you would like to
carpool, we leave the church parking lot at 12:15.  

Capuchin Services Center

Support our Food Pantry
Thanks to your donations, as well as donations
from the community, we continue to offer non-
perishable items to those in need. We continue
to see steady growth in the number of people
coming to get food. 

These are items you may consider picking up
while out shopping: peanut butter and jelly,
cereal and oatmeal, pasta and pasta sauce, 
mac and cheese, 
soup and canned meat. 

Anything is appreciated.

We need pictures!

Bring out your phone, take
pictures of events at church and
email them to the church office
(contact@warrenfirstumc.org)
We’d love to share them in the

monthly newsletter or on social
media!

All past, present and future choir and
bell choir members are invited to a

Choir Picnic on Sunday, August 30 at 
2 pm at Pastor Melissa’s house.

Bring a dish to pass as we gather
together and celebrate the beginning

of the choir season this fall!



 PLEASE HELP US STAY CONNECTED!

Please take time this week to reach out to those in our faith community who are homebound
or in an assisted living or care facility.  These people include:

 

                   Jody Adams               Anne Adams              Judy Bird                   Betty Bise      
                   Ethridge Family        Roma Foster              Dixie Fowler             Bill  Glasson
                   Phyllis Gramza          Arlene Johnson        Betty Kowalsky      Lucy Latham
                   Jan Loch                      Sharon Nichols         Joe Otenbaker       Mike Rivard
                   William Russell          Don Sekol                   Patrick Simms        Jan Waud
                        

Contact information is in the church directory.  
If you need one, they can be picked up in the church office.

              
5

Bible Study Opportunities

The study led by Mary Ellen
Renaud is beginning a new
LifeGuide Bible Study, The
Sermon on the Mount
beginning April 21.  The cost
of the book is approximately
$7 and can be ordered on
Amazon.
 

 Tuesday Morning Bible Study
10-11:30 am

If you’re interested in joining in, contact Mary
Ellen Renaud at 517/974-0588 or
marylairdziegler@gmail.com  

A new study of Margray deVega’s book,
Embracing the Uncertain: A Bible Study for
Unsteady Times”, will beging on June 10.   

Magrey deVega invites readers to 
engage and wrestle with life’s 
uncertainties, not ignore them. 

Cost of the book is $17.

 Wednesday Noon
Book Study

Pastor Melissa will be be on vacation
and out of the office beginning Friday,
July 31 and will return Monday, August

17.  If you have any questions,
concerns or pastoral needs, please

contact the church office and Donna
will assist you.  



6

In August, we will start collecting school supplies for Midwest Missions and assemble the kits
in early September.  Due to shipping over seas, these items need to be exactly as requested.

The items needed are:

Sprial single subject notebooks (no composition notebooks, please)
Rulers
Unsharpened pencils
Pencil sharpeners
Erasers (2" or longer)
Box of 12 colored pencils
Box of 24 crayons
Student scissors

Most of these items go on sale after 4  of July so if you’re intending to donate, get the good
deals while you can!

th

Prayer is the powerhouse of the church,
and we need your daily prayers.   

If any of you lacks wisdom, you
should ask God, who gives

generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.”

James 1:5

First request:  We are asking the whole
church be in prayer for God’s wisdom in

finding the right leadership to fill the role
of a Christian Education Director in this

church.  

Second Request:  The funds to pay for that
position.  We are currently working on
obtaining a grant to partially fund this

position.  

There is power in prayer.  May we all
pray together for God’s wisdom and

direction.

BOILER ROOM PRAYERS
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Welcoming Statement:
Following the example of Christ, the
people of Warren First believe every

person is a child of God. We welcome all
into our family of faith. We embrace the
diversity of all people and strive to learn

from each other’s experiences. 

                               FUMC is now a recipient of Kroger’s Community Rewards
                               Program!   This program makes fundraising easy by donating to
                               local organizations like FUMC based on the shopping you do
and using your Kroger shopper’s card. Once you link your card to an
organization, all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your card.

To sign up for this program, http://www.kroger.com. Once logged into your
Kroger account you can search for Warren First United Methodist Church
either by name or RX007 and then click Enroll. New users will need to create
an account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and
a rewards card.

 Leadership Team will not meet in
August.  We will resume again on

September 8 when all  are welcome to
attend. We meet...on Zoom  
All meetings are open meetings. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

                                                  Did you know that if you’re a member at Thrivent, you
                                                  have Choice Dollars to donate to non-profit groups
all over the world?  And one of those non-profits in FUMC!  The process is easy.
Simply sign into your account and follow these prompts:

1.  Click “Generosity”
2.When on that page, look at “Under Your Impact” and click “Thrivent Choice”
3.Click “Direct Choice $” and then “Thrivent Choice $”
4.Search for Warren First United Methodist Church and make your choice!

It’s just that easy.  If you’re chosing FUMC or any other non-profit, it’s a great 
way to take advantage of the generosity of Thrivent and donate to your 
favorite charity!

http://www.kroger.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89046277150?pwd=U1ZGMUIxMThMUWZpK29SdzQ2SGI2UT09
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Today, your donation helped children in foster care.  Thank
you!

Did you know that every day in the state of Michigan, abused,
neglected and abandoned children are introduced to foster
care?  In fact there are more than 350,000 children in foster
care in the United States, 10,000 in Michigan and over 500 in
Macomb County alone!

Almost all of these children will enter the foster care system
with just the clothes on their backs, making it necessary to
replace essential items very quickly.  Providing them with a full
wardrobe, shoes, a warm, coat, bedding and a few extras can
give a child a sense of identity that is so important during this
time of transition.

That’s were the Macomb Foster Closet and our amazing
donors like you come in - we help fill the gap.

Thank you for providing a child in foster care with the gift of
hope for a better future.  

Together, we can make a difference in the lives of hundreds of
children and how that that their community is here to supporr
them.

Sincerely, 

Kevin McAlpine
President

Layette Thank Yous
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Planning Team
Needed:

If you would be interested in
helping, please let Donna

know at:
contact@warrenfirstumc.org   

We know it’s still summer, but we need to be
thinking about the fall.  This year, we would
like to have a community fall festival/trunk

or treat event on October 24th.

We are seeking a planning team to help us
organize this event.    

MCREST UPDATE

The ribbon has been cut and the first of the male residents of the MCREST
Shelter are beginning to be processed and checked in. The process is slow, as
much information is necessary for intake. 20 men will eventually reside in the
shelter. 

Warren First will continue to provide 100 lunches and a dinner once a month,
now for 70, rather than the 50 we have been serving. Adjustments have been
made to the recipes for the meals and we are ready to provide the first of the 70
meals on August 24.

On Sunday, August 23 rd , as usual, there will be a special Coffee Hour during
which we will be filling the 100 lunch/snack bags. Because homemade cookies
are waaay better than “storebought”, we are looking for cookie bakers to provide
300 homemade cookies, 3 to a small plastic bag (sandwich or treat size)
delivered to the church no later than 10:15 in Sunday morning, August 23. The
east entrance will be open from 10:00 until 12:00 on Saturday, August
22 if you want to deliver cookies on Saturday. If you are willing to make a few
dozen cookies, please let Carole Wesner know in advance.

FYI: There have been frequent reminders about bring returnable pop cans and
bottles to the church to be redeemed with proceeds going to the MCREST
account. Since early April through July 27, $207,40 has been redeemed. 

THANK YOU ALL for your contributions. Keep up the good work.



It was over Labor Day weekend in 1952 when Beve met the love of her life, Bill, on a blind date at a
Labor Day picnic. The spark was immediate, and the couple married a year later on September 12,
1953, surrounded by their closest friends. In their early years as newlyweds in Chicago, Beve worked
to support the household while Bill completed his education. She even typed his thesis once, though
she jokingly drew the line at typing the final draft.

By 1955, Beve and Bill began growing their family, welcoming their children Mark, Gayle, and Terry.
Beve was a profoundly devoted wife and mother who dedicated her days to building a warm, loving
home. She was an exceptional cook, and her family will always fondly remember her incredible,
trademark lasagna.

In 1961, the family moved to Warren, Michigan, when Bill accepted a position with General Motors.
Beve quickly rooted herself in the community, joining St. Paul’s United Church of Christ. There, she
became a pillar of the Women’s Fellowship, serving as treasurer for several years. She also earned
the affectionate title of the church's "pie lady" for their annual fish dinners, proudly wearing a
custom apron embroidered with her name. In 2000, she and Bill moved their membership to First
Church, where Beve spent 26 years as an active member, building deep friendships and singing
faithfully in the church choir.

Beve lived life with an active, joyful energy. She loved bowling and golfing, and she never let Bill
forget the day she sank a hole-in-one at Maple Lanes—a feat he never matched. She and Bill also
shared a passion for travel. Every Easter, they joined a beloved caravan of church friends—including
the Hagamans, Dorffs, Lochs, and Bakalises—to spend spring break in Orlando. Her adventures also
took her to the Virgin Islands, Lake Tahoe, Hawaii, and on many treasured trips back home to Chicago.

Beve found great joy in the simple beauties of life, including butterflies, birds, and anything in her
favorite color, purple. She had a deep appreciation for music—particularly Perry Como—though she
famously drew the line at classical music, systematically shutting every door in the house whenever
Bill put it on.

Above all, Beve loved people. She possessed a rare gift for connecting, sharing, and listening to
others. While her final years presented challenges as she faced the loss of her sight, hearing, and
memories, her gentle spirit, loving heart, and brilliant smile never faded.
Beve is survived by her beloved husband of 72 years, Bill; her two daughters, Gayle and Terry; and a
beautiful lineage of grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her son,
Mark. Her warmth, humor, and beautiful smile will be deeply missed by all who knew her. 10

Beverly "Beve" Glasson passed away peacefully on July 17,
2026, leaving behind a legacy of love, laughter, and a famously
kind spirit.

Born on December 16, 1932, in Chicago, Illinois, she was one of
two daughters born to Joseph and Lillian Anderson. Beve grew
up in Chicago and graduated from Schurz High School in
January 1951. Following graduation, she began her career
working in a typing pool for the Army Corps of Engineers.

Beverly “Beve” Glasson



                                                   

Jim dedicated more than 35 years of his career as an Automotive Tool and Die Maker. A gifted
craftsman, he possessed an incredible ability to fix just about anything. His garage was his happy
place, where he could often be found repairing boat engines, tackling his latest project, or enjoying a
NASCAR race while working with his hands. He believed there was no problem that couldn't be
solved with patience, determination, and a few well-used tools.

Jim and Sandy treasured traveling together, whether visiting dear friends across the country or
embarking on exciting cruises. Every journey became another cherished memory shared with the
love of his life.

Nothing, however, brought Jim greater joy than his grandchildren. They were truly the apple of his
eye, and he was their biggest supporter. Whether it was a sporting event, school program, recital, or
special occasion, Grandpa was always there, cheering them on with pride and unconditional love.

Above all else, Jim's greatest passion was serving his Lord. A devoted member of First United
Methodist Church of Warren, he faithfully gave countless hours to the ministries of the church. He
lovingly cared for the church through his maintenance work and willingly accepted many leadership
and service roles over the years. Jim never sought recognition; he simply desired to serve God by
serving others. His life reflected Christ through his gentle spirit, humble heart, generous hands, and
steadfast faith.
He was an inspiration to all who knew him, reminding others that true greatness is found in loving
God and loving one another.

Though his earthly work is complete, Jim's legacy of faith, kindness, and service will continue to live
on in the hearts of those who were blessed to know him. While his family grieves his passing, they
rejoice in knowing he has heard the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant," and now rests in
the eternal peace and joy of his Lord and Savior.

Jim is the loving and devoted husband of 58 years to Sandra; dearest father of Todd (Mary Beth)
Grabel, Tammie (Christopher) Brodnick, and Troy (Emily) Grabel; cherished grandfather of Jack,
Maddie, Megan, Connor, Bailey, Izyk, and Alexandrya; and dear friend to many whose lives were
enriched by his faith, wisdom, and kindness.
Jim will be deeply missed, and his light will continue to shine in the hearts of all who loved him. His
legacy of faith, family, and faithful service to God will never be forgotten. 11

James Joseph Grabel, a faithful servant of the Lord and longtime resident
of Fraser, passed peacefully into the loving arms of his Savior on July 1,
2026, surrounded by  the love of his family. He was 86 years of age.  

Jim was born on August 7, 1939, in Cleveland, Ohio, the beloved son of the
late Cenzi and Ann Grabel. Guided by a strong Christian faith from an early
age, his life with humility, compassion, and devotion to God and his family.
On September 2, 1967, Jim was united in marriage to the love of his life,
Sandra Lee  Knodle, at Home Acres First Church of God in Toledo, Ohio.
Together they built a beautiful life rooted in faith, love, and commitment.
Making their home in Fraser, they were blessed with three wonderful
children whom they loved and cherished. Their marriage of nearly six
decades was a shining example of God's enduring love and faithfulness.

James Joseph Grabel



 Supporting the church
has never been easier
than it is now.  With  on-
line giving, you can offer
your support in an easy
and secure way.  You can
find this information by
going to our website or
clicking on this link.

At Kerby’s Koney Island
on 12 Mile and Mound on  
Tuesday, August 11 at 10

a.m.

 All of our men (and
women) are welcome to

come and enjoy food and
fellowship.

Church Contact Information:

Phone:
(586) 264-4701

Email:
contact@warrenfirstumc.org

Website:
warrenfirstumc.org

Facebook:
Facebook.com/WarrenFirstUMC

Youtube:
Youtube link

Helping Ministries:
AA meets:

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Saturday at 7 p.m.

N.A. meets
Friday at 7 p.m.

Saturday at 4 p.m.
Sunday at 7 p.m.

S-Anon meets:
Monday at 7 p.m.

 ON -LINE GIVING

Our U.M. Men’s
Breakfast

Coffee &  Conversation
will resume on September 4 

with Donna Chandra and 
Carole Wesner hosting.  All are
welcome to join in this purely

social event!

2026/2027 Mission Calendar

Our Missions team recently met and set up a
tentative mission calendar for September 2026

through August 2027.  Please take a minute to
check it out and prayerfully consider participating

in one or more of the projects - they are all both
meaningful and fun!

September - school supply collection and  assembly
October 10/4 bake sale, proceeds going towards
MCREST; giftwrapping at Big Family of Michigan -
date TBA
November - Motown Soup sale after worship,
collection of household supplies for  Community
Housing Network 
December - Hat, Mitten & Underwear tree, Christmas
offering dedicated to UMCOR, SNL, and MCREST
February - 2/7 baking and assembly of cookies for our
homebound members
March - Easter offering dedicated to UMCOR, Foster
Kids, and Missions
May - Start ramping up for layettes
June - Finish layette collecting itmes and assemble
layettes on Father’s Day
July - school supply collection begins
August - continuing school supply collection
Assembling school kits 

Every month we will gather to pack lunches and provide
a meal for MCREST, dates to be announced.

http://warrenfirstumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WarrenFirstUMC
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCPmwsYP82AEA-jZdhTCE6KA/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOdMfAgN2DMpxPbU4kvldvF3I7vfWxf7GD2jGKof53LUH2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pxCwF7wKmp-VOk7OWnjHbos=&ver=3


Six Weeks at a Glance
August 16-22

16 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting
            - 10:30 am Worship

19 - 12 pm Bible Study
21 - 10 am Sewing for Missions
22 - 10 am Sewing for MIssions

August 23-29
23 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

           - 10:30 am Worship
           - MCREST lunchbuilding

26 - 1 pm Capuchin Services Center
27 - 12 pm Bible Study

           
August 30-September 5

30 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting
              - 10:30 am Worship
              - 2 pm Choir Picnic

31 - 12 pm Bible Study
1 - 10 am Sewing for Missions
2 - 12 pm Bible Study
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July 26-August 1
26 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

            - 10:30 am Worship
28 - 1 pm Capuchin Services Center
29 - 12 pm Bible Study

             - 6 pm Bible Study
30 - 10 am Sewing for Missions

August 2-8
2 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

          - 10:30 am Worship
5 - 12 pm Bible Study

           - 6 pm Bible Study
6 - 10 am Sewing for Missions
8 - 10 am Sewing for Missions

August 9-15
9 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

           - 10:30 am Worship
10 - 1 pm Capuchin Services Center
11 - 10 am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
      - 7 pm WCB Concert
12 - 12 pm Bible Study
13 - 10 am Sewing for Missions
14 - 6 pm Car Cruise
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