
Hello Church,

From the moment I joined the United Methodist Church in 1992, I felt like I was
part of a community of faith making a difference in the world. The thing I valued
most was our willingness to show up and get our hands dirty as we worked
toward ushering in God’s kingdom here and now. This is laid out in our Social
Principles, “the prayerful and thoughtful effort of the General Conference to
speak to the issues in the contemporary world from a sound biblical and
theological foundation.” John Wesley set the example for us as he believed that
our faith was a combination of personal and social piety. Believing that we
cannot simply be observers, we must care enough about people’s lives to take a
stand and respond. 

This past week, the Michigan 
Conference of the UMC did that as 
we gathered together in Lansing. 
You can find pictures of this event 
on our Facebook page and on pg. 
11 of the newsletter. This year’s 
social justice issue was mental 
health.  Last year, 421K people were unable to access mental heath care in the
state of Michigan alone. There are several bills being presented to help combat
this. We were able to speak to our representatives asking for their support as
well.  

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday, the celebration of Jesus’ triumphant entry into
Jerusalem on a donkey, a symbol of peace. Palm Sunday is followed by Holy
Week, a week of contemplation as we seek to better understand the meaning of
his suffering, death, and resurrection.  As we enter into these final days of the
Lenten season, may we also take time to reflect on what it would mean for us to
embody the ministry of Christ, a ministry that included social justice for the
least, the last, and the lost, and to live that out every day. 

Blessings,  Rev. Melissa J. Claxton

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS

FEBRUARY 29, 2024

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF WARREN CHECK IT OUT!
PASTOR'S PEN  

CURRENT WORSHIP,  EASTER
WEEK  WORSHIIP, EASTER
BREAKFAST, EASTER OFFERING,
ENGAGE, BIBLE AND BOOK
STUDIES

 CAPUCHIN SERVICES CENTER,
SEWING FOR MISSIONS ,
COUNTERS NEEDED,  WAVE
PROJECT, BUTTERFLIES FOR
ADVOCACY DAY, HANDS WITH
DETROIT ON 4/27

DISTRICT AND CONFERENCE
HAPPENINGS:  READERS FOR
LEADERS, ADVOCACY DAY IS
3/13

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS:         
CHURCH FINANCE REVIEW,  
EASTER PLANTS FORM, LIFE
LINES SCREENING, MACOMB
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WORLD SABBATH DAYS, UWF
CLUSTER LUNCHEON, CAMP
BELOVED, WCB CONCERT
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6 WEEKS AT A GLANCE ON LAST
PAGE AND PICTURES
THROUGHOUT.

  
CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:
PHONE: (586) 264-4701
EMAIL:
CONTACT@WARRENFIRSTUMC.ORG



March 17th ~ The Cup of Compassion (Matthew 25:31-46)
March 24th ~ From Empty to Overflowing (John 12:12-19)
March 29th ~ Good Friday Service and Jesus’ Cup for Us (Matthew 27:32-56)

WORSHIP BY ZOOM:

FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T JOIN ON YOUTUBE
OR FACEBOOK, WE HAVE ZOOM.  

IF CONNECTING BY PHONE: 
CALL (929) 205-6099 
MEETING ID: 820 6135 4083 
PRESS: 0# PASSWORD : 123

LAY READER'S SCHEDULE:
3/17 WENDY SCHWARTZ
3/24 PAUL SADOWSKI
3/31 LINDA SADOWSKI
4/7 JULIE LILLY

AUDIO/VISUAL SCHEDULE
3/17 J MOORE / B PERMALOFF
3/24 T POHL / OPEN
3/31 OPEN
4/7 OPEN

Worship

March 17
Praise Hymns:  What a Beautiful Name It Is,
Lord, Whose Live Through Humble Service

Scripture:  Matthew 25:31-46
Message: The Cup of Compassion

Closing Hymn: Here I Am, Lord
March 24

Praise Hymns:  What a Beautiful Name It Is,
Hosanna, Lout Hosanna
Scripture: John 12:12-19

Message: From Empty to Overflowing
Closing Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory

Worship

Lenten Series: Drink from the Fountain of Grace

Zoom Link 
forWorship

LENT IS A SEASON OF PREPARING AS WE
PREPARE FOR THE GIFT OF RESURRECTION

THROUGH PRAYER, ALMSGIVING, AND FASTING.  

HOW ARE YOU PREPARING FOR THAT
EMPTY TOMB THIS YEAR?

Easter Sunday
March 31st

We invite you to join us for breakfast
at 9:00 a.m.  We will gather to

celebrate a Cup That Never Runs Dry
(John 20:1-18) at 10:30.  

No need to bring anything.  The
kitchen ladies have planned a
wonderful breakfast for your

enjoyment.  

Holy Week Schedule:
Palm Sunday ~ March 24th

Maundy Thursday Service ~ March 28 at 7 pm at
St. Paul UCC (31654 Mound Road)

Good Friday Service ~ March 29 at 7 pm

Easter Sunday ~March 31st, Breakfast at 9 a.m.
with Service with Communion at 10:30 am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82061354083?pwd=N2JTd3JwSjFGL0dVSmdrSlBpbXNZdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82061354083?pwd=N2JTd3JwSjFGL0dVSmdrSlBpbXNZdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82061354083?pwd=N2JTd3JwSjFGL0dVSmdrSlBpbXNZdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82061354083?pwd=N2JTd3JwSjFGL0dVSmdrSlBpbXNZdz09


Can’t join us in person?
Join us on YouTube or Facebook!!
If you are unable to join us for worship in person
on a Sunday morning, you can still worship with

us.  The best part, it doesn’t have to be on Sunday
morning.  

Each Sunday, we stream the service to both
YouTube and Facebook.  It can also be found on

our website.  Look for First United Methodist
Church of Warren or click on our YouTube Link 

YouTube

Engage Worship
Longing for something other than traditional
worship?  Engage may be what you’re looking
for.  This is a new kind of worship where we

engage in conversation with one another
around our understanding of the scripture

passage for that Sunday.  

Invite a friend and join us Sunday
evenings at 6 p.m. 

Easter Offering
This year’s Easter Offering will be split between 3 non profit organizations:

~ UMCOR who provides disaster relief, disaster response training, supplies, physical
and behavioral health support, and other services in the United States and around
the world.

~ Macomb Foster Closet, a volunteer operated organization that provides clothing
and other essential items free to children in foster care and the families that care
for them as well as additional services throughout the year such as loaded school
backpacks, birthday bags, Easter baskets, and holiday gifts.
 

~ Vets Returning Home, a volunteer operated 11,000 square foot facility with 43
beds and commercial kitchen that provides a stable and sober living environment
to veterans in crisis including employment readiness training, aid with job
placement, disability benefit connection, legal support and life skills training.

Coming Up!!!!
Meeting Jesus in the Miracles

and Parables.  

Each story Jesus told and each
miracle he preformed, tells us

a vital truth about the Kingdom
of God we are called to usher

into our neighborhoods.

4/7 ~ Parable: The Mustard Seed (Mk 4:30-34)
4/14 ~ Miracle: Feeding the Masses (Jh 6:5-15)
4/21 ~ Parable: Specks and Logs (Mt 7:1-5)
4/28 ~ Miracle: The Bleeding Woman (Lk 8:43-48)
5/5 ~ Parable: A Lost Son (Lk 15:11-32)
5/12 ~ Miracle: Calming the Waters (Lk 8:22-25)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPmwsYP82AEA-jZdhTCE6KA


Opportunities to Connect

Our U.M. Men’s Breakfast
At Kerby’s Koney Island
On 12 Mile and Mound

 Tuesday, April 9 at 9 a.m.

 All of our men (and women) are welcome to
come and enjoy food and fellowship.

Church Contact Information:
Phone:

(586) 264-4701

Email:
contact@warrenfirstumc.org

Website:
warrenfirstumc.org

Facebook:
Facebook.com/WarrenFirstUMC

Youtube:
Youtube link

 The  next Coffee and
        Conversation is Friday, 
  April 5at 10:00 am in the

 Program Center, with 
          Shirley Terry and Louise

Frazier hosting. 
 All are welcome!

Both the Men's and Women's group are great
opportunities to pick up someone who may

otherwise not be able to attend.
  

Check out the shut-in list and connect with
someone today.

Thank you to everyone who donated
items for the snack packs for the Wave

Project’s Lil Pantries.  Half the snack bags
were delivered to Mt. Clemens United

Methodist Church and the other half will
be delivered to Utica United Methodist

Church in the very near future.  

http://warrenfirstumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WarrenFirstUMC
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCPmwsYP82AEA-jZdhTCE6KA/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D


Beginning Wednesday, March 27th
Talking Across the Divide

As the division in our nation continues to rise, we as followers of
Christ are called to be instruments of peace.  In his book, Haidt

strives to shed light on why people are divided and how we can help
heal that division.

Book Study beginning March 27, 2024
Meeting in the Church Parlor from 12-1:30 p.m.

Cost of the book is $10 and can be picked up in the church office.

We understand that not everyone can make a noon study.  If you
are interested in this book and would like to meet in the evenings,

please contact the pastor to see if we can get another group
together.  

Opportunities to Grow

Beginning Monday, February 12 from 2-3:30 pm

Again, it’s not too late to join in on a wonderful conversation about the
Fruit of the Spirit as outlined by the Apostle Paul.  

When: Monday’s from 2-3:30 p.m.
Where: This is an in-home study and takes place in the homes of the

participants
Cost:  The cost of the book is $11 and can be picked up in the office.

If you have questions or would like more information, please call: 
Mary Ellen Renaud at (517) 974-0588.

"For each petal on the shamrock, this brings a wish your
way: Good health, good luck, and happiness for today

and every day."



Capuchin Services Center  

Our next service date: Monday, April 8 from 1 to
3:30 p.m

We meet in the church parking lot at 12:15 to
carpool there.  

There’s room for you to join the fun!
 Contact the church office for more information:

(586) 264-4701

Another Serving Opportunity
Unfortunately, we live in a world that requires us

to lock the doors once worship begins.  At the
same time, we do not want to exclude anyone

from worship just because they may be running a
little late.  That’s where you come in.

We need people willing to man the front desk
during worship.  The task is simple.  Be on the
lookout for late comers and let them into the
building.  If someone comes that could cause

potential harm, alert the authorities.  If you are
interested, we will offer further instructions.  

You will still get to participate in worship.  It is
streamed to the desktop computer.  You can see
everything on the screen.  If interested, please

contact the church office at (586) 264-4701

“The world of the generous gets larger and larger;
the world of the stingy gets smaller and smaller.

The one who blesses others is abundantly
blessed; those who help others are helped.”

Proverbs 11:24-25

Opportunities to Serve

Sign up

March is Reading Month

We can participate by setting up
a time to read to the children of

Green Acres Elementary.  
Contact the pastor if you would

like to take part in Reading
Month.

Sewing for Missions

Sewing for Missions has offered us the
wonderful opportunity to combine teaching

with serving.  

The beauty of this service opportunity is
that you don’t have to know (or even want to
learn) how to sew.  We have several people

who come in to help cut and iron fabric.  

Working together to create HOPE!
Join us on the 2nd and 4th Saturday from

10 to noon.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4FA4A828A1F58-48521031-capuchin


      Supporting the church has never been
easier than it is now.  With on-line giving,
you can offer your support in an easy and

secure way.  You can find this information by
going to our website or clicking on this link.

 ON -LINE GIVING

Helping Ministries:
AA meets:

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Saturday at 7 p.m.

N.A. meets
Friday at 7 p.m.

Saturday at 4 p.m.

S-Anon meets:
Monday at 7 p.m.

The next Leadership Meeting is April 9 at 7
p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  We will

meet...       On Zoom

Other Announcements

 PLEASE HELP US STAY CONNECTED!
Congregational care is the work of the entire body of Christ.  
All of us can be part of this vital ministry and all it takes is a

phone call, a card, a visit, or even offering to pick them up for
church.  You can decide what you are able to do.  

Please take time this week to reach out to those in our faith
community who are homebound or in an assisted living or

care facility.  These people include:

Jody Adams                                           Ruth Ann Anderson              
Brigitte & Hayden Cutright               Karen Failing                                                                       
Bill & Virginia Potts                            Merle & Jan Loch                                 
William Russell                                    Arlene Johnson 
McFarland/Ethridge Family             Janet Waud    
Patrick Sims & Phyllis Gramza         Lucy Latham

Contact information is in the church directory.  If you need
one, they can be picked up in the church office.

              

Life Line Screening will be at FUMC
on Tuesday, 

April 9.  For more information, flyers
are located in the welcome area. 

Holy Communion
We celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Communion on the first Sunday of

every month.  If you are joining
from home and would like

Communion elements, we can
provide them.  Please contact the

church office.  (586) 264-4701

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOdMfAgN2DMpxPbU4kvldvF3I7vfWxf7GD2jGKof53LUH2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pxCwF7wKmp-VOk7OWnjHbos=&ver=3
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89046277150?pwd=U1ZGMUIxMThMUWZpK29SdzQ2SGI2UT09


      Supporting the church has never been easier
than it is now.  With on-line giving, you can offer
your support in an easy and secure way.  You can
find this information by going to our website or

clicking on this link.
 ON -LINE GIVING

Helping Ministries:
AA meets:

Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Saturday at 7 p.m.

N.A. meets
Friday at 7 p.m.

Saturday at 4 p.m.

S-Anon meets:
Monday at 7 p.m.

The next Leadership Meeting is March 12 at
7 p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  We will

meet...       On Zoom

Other Announcements

March coffee hour was a busy one!  We decorated
butterflies that will be distributed during Advocacy Day

on March 13 and assembled snack packs for the Wave
Project’s Lil Panties at Mt. Clemens and Utica United

Methodist Churches. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOdMfAgN2DMpxPbU4kvldvF3I7vfWxf7GD2jGKof53LUH2evTpo0mld6BrVzd2nG0pxCwF7wKmp-VOk7OWnjHbos=&ver=3
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89046277150?pwd=U1ZGMUIxMThMUWZpK29SdzQ2SGI2UT09


     

Our Church Finances 
Our 2024 budget for ministry is: $258,856

Our Leadership Team continues to work hard to use your tithes and offerings
responsibly, cutting costs where possible.  In order to meet our budget, we need

approximately $21,571 in giving each month.  In an effort to keep  you informed, we
will continue to offer monthly updates as to where we stand each month.

                          
Received in February: $16,468.36
Received year to date:  $36,097.90
Budget shortfall for the year:  -$7,044.10                               

We thank  you for your continued support of the ministry of this church and all that
you are doing to live into our mission.

        CONGRATULATIONS AND HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

                                Indeed, congratulations and happy anniversary to Warren First United
                              Church, 2024 being year 25 of serving MCREST, the Macomb County
Rotating Emergency Shelter Team, the homeless in Macomb County.  We have housed
women and children in our building, provided meals during Covid to those housed in a
motel and most recently served in the Women and Children’s Center in Mt. Clemens.  We
have often said that each year is different because each year we serve a different group.  
This year is really different, as we will be serving MCREST MAY 5-12 instead of our usual
week in November.  Our responsibilities will be the same, breakfast, lunch and dinner each
day of the week.
We are blessed to have members of the church who are willing to prepare and serve these
meals, but they need help from you.  On April 14 there will be a “pop-up” coffee hour during
which you can reacquaint yourself with the MCREST program, sigh up for special needs and
any services for the week.
 

Because it is easier and more economical for the “kitchen crew” to shop for necessary
items for the week, we are again asking you to consider donating what you might be willing
to spend if you were doing some of the shopping.  Any amount will be greatly appreciated
(and graciously accepted)

Traditionally a month before MCREST WEEK we have officially begun finalizing plans for our
week, celebrating with hot dogs and chips, so on April 14 be in church for an additional
coffee hour and see what you can do to help make another successful MCREST Week.  
Remember that YOU are important in this endeavor because- NO ONE CAN DO
EVERYTHING, BUT EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING.

The MCREST Team



District & Conference
Happenings

General Conference 
GC will be from April 23rd to May 3rd at Charlotte
Convention Center in Charlotte, North Carolina.

With the cancelation of the last GC due to Covid,
there will be a lot going on this year, especially

around human sexuality and disaffiliation.  If you
would like to learn more or have questions you

would like to ask, you can attend the forum.

Hands with Detroit at Cass
Community Social Services

CCSS is a Detroit-based agency run by UMC
pastor Faith Folwer.  They hold a person-centered
philosophy, dedicated to providing food, housing,
health/mental health services, and job programs

in areas of concentrated poverty.

This year, the Greater Detroit Conference has
organized a work day where you can see first hand

what this amazing organization is doing to help
people throughout Detroit.    There are lots of

places to serve.  You can pick what works best for
you.  

Open to ages 10 and up.

Contact the church office and we will get
you registered.  Office: (586) 264-4701  

 



421 butterflies, representing 421K people who went
without access to mental health care in Michigan last

year.
Writing letters to Representatives asking for

support on the mental health bills.

Selfie!!! Worshiping Together!

Advocacy Day in Lansing, MI.
Our group meeting with Senator Paul Wojno

There is
more to

their
story;....



Witness for Peace in Israel and Palestine This Lent
Since the October attacks in Israel, the faith community has been a steadfast witness for peace, urging our elected
officials to call for a ceasefire.  By Colleen Moore (February 25, 2024)

I began my role as Director of Peace With Justice at Church and Society just over a month after the October 7th attacks
on Israel and the ensuing Israeli bombardment of Gaza.  So far, it’s been a solemn Lenten season as the bombing of Gaza
continues. This Lent, we cannot let attention wane and must continue taking action for peace and justice.  Below is a
summary of recent geopolitical updates as well as what you can do to take action for peace during this Lenten season.

Recent Geopolitical Updates: ICJ ruling: After South Africa filed proceedings against Israel alleging violations of
obligations under the Genocide Convention, the International Court of Justice called on Israel “to take all measures
within its power” to prevent genocide and ensure access to humanitarian aid. It is notable that the Court ruled there is
plausibility of Israel committing genocidal actions.

Suspension of funding to UNRWA: Following allegations that 12 employees of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) were involved in the October 7th attacks, many donor states have suspended funding for the
organization. While the allegations are worrying, and should be investigated, UNRWA is the primary organization
providing aid for millions of Palestinians in Gaza and the region.

Congress and the Biden administration: The United States continues to provide military aid to Israel, greenlighting its
bombing campaign of Gaza, and Congress has been debating giving billions more in aid to Israel with no accountability
measures. But we’re seeing grassroots pressure for oversight working, with the White House issuing a National Security
Memorandum ensuring that safeguards exist with respect to arms transfers. However, this remains merely rhetoric as it’s
been clear that Israel is targeting civilians with U.S. weapons.

Ceasefire talks and regional escalation: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected an offer from Hamas, which
included a ceasefire of 4.5 months, release of hostages, Israel withdrawing troops from Gaza, and an end-of-war
agreement. This comes amidst further escalation in the region, with Iran-backed militias targeting American service
members, retaliatory U.S. strikes against sites in Iraq and Syria, Houthis attacking international shipping lanes, and the
U.S. and allies striking Houthi targets in Yemen.

What The United Methodist Church Says: “We must insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to work together to
resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among them.” 2016 United Methodist Social Principles
¶165.C  Furthermore, as United Methodists, “We seek for all people in the Middle East an end to military occupation,
freedom from violence, and full respect for the human rights of all under international law.“ United Methodist Book of
Resolutions # 6111, "Opposition to Israeli Settlements in Palestinian Land.”

There is no military solution to the violence in Israel and Palestine, and we must prioritize solutions to root causes of
conflict instead of militarized solutions that engender further violence. 

What GBCS and Members of The Faith Community Are Calling For:  All of these developments mean our calls for peace
and justice remain more important than ever. We call on all parties to: Negotiate an immediate, permanent, bilateral
ceasefire. Ensure immediate and adequate access to and provision of humanitarian needs.
Secure the immediate release of all civilians being held hostage and ensure international protection for all civilians,
including civilians in Gaza and the West Bank. Abide by international law and investigate claims of violations of domestic
and international law. Support the demilitarization of the conflict by withholding further arms shipments to all parties.
Prioritize de-escalatory measures instead of taking retaliatory actions that would beget more violence. Take steps to end
the occupation of all peoples in the Middle East and build a lasting, durable peace in the region. 

What you can do to call for peace:  Engage in a prayerful show of solidarity this Lent by participating in a Gaza Ceasefire
Pilgrimage, where people around the world will walk the length of the Gaza strip.  Review our Faith and Facts card on
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  Read recent statements Church and Society has signed on to, including
Churches for Middle East’s November 13 statement and February 15 statement.  Use our action alert to urge your
members of Congress to support a ceasefire and de-escalation.

Colleen Moore is the Director of Peace With Justice at the General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist
Church.

https://www.gazaceasefirepilgrimage.com/
https://www.gazaceasefirepilgrimage.com/
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/28
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/28
https://cmep.salsalabs.org/ps_nov1323
https://cmep.salsalabs.org/pr-feb152024
https://www.umcjustice.org/latest/action-alert-tell-congress-to-call-for-a-ceasefire-in-israel-and-palestine-1858




Six Weeks at a Glance
March 10-16

10 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting
           - 10:30 am Worship 
           - 6 pm Engage 

11 - 1pm Capuchin Services Center
          - 6:45 pm Zumba

12 - 9 am Men’s Fellowship
           - 7 pm Leadership

13 - Advocacy Day
14 - 11 am Sewing Class

           - 6 pm Bell Choir
           - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir

March 17-23
17 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

          - 10:30 am Worship 
          - 6 pm Engage 

18 - 6:45 pm Zumba
20 - 12 pm Book Study
21 - 11 am Sewing Class

           - 6 pm Bell Choir
           - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir

23 - 10 am Sewing for Missions

March 24-30
24 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

           - 10:30 am Worship 
           - 6 pm Engage 

25 - 6:45 pm Zumba
27 - 12 pm Book Study
28 - 11 am Sewing Class

           - 6 pm Bell Choir
           - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir
           - 7 pm Maundy Thurs Service
29 - 7 pm Good Friday Service

March 31-April 6
31 - 9:am Easter Breakfast

           - 10:30 am Worship 
 1 - 6:45 pm Zumba
3 - 12 pm Book Study
4 - 11 am Sewing Class

         - 6 pm Bell Choir
         - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir

April 7-13
7 - 9:30 am Prayer meeting

          - 10:30 am Worship 
           - 6 pm Engage

 8 - 1 pm Capuchin Services Ctr
          - 6:45 pm Zumba

9 - 9 am Life Lines Screening
10 - 12 pm Book Study
11 - 11 am Sewing Class

          - 6 pm Bell Choir
          - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir

13 - 10 am Sewing for Missions

April 14-20
14 - 9:30 Prayer meeting

           - 10:30 am Worship 
          - 6 pm Engage

 15 - 6:45 pm Zumba
17 - 12 pm Book Study
18 - 11 am Sewing Class

           - 6 pm Bell Choir
           - 7 pm Sanctuary Choir


